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who killed the women by means of the bridal bath, the
reader will appreciate that the defence was really hopeless.
George Elliott did not put his client in the witness-box : the
prisoner pleaded " Not guilty/5 and maintained his inno-
cence till the last, but I have searched his defender's ques-
tions and speech in vain for any suggestion of a real defence
The case of Maud Marsh was the only one where an alterna-
tive theory in defence was put forward at all, that of suicide,
for the reason that Chapman would not let her have children!
The task was, indeed, a hopeless one, and Elliott was no
Marshall Hall. He begged the jury not to be prejudiced
against the prisoner as a hated alien, and that was really the
only point made by him. He also maintained that there was
an absence of motive. The first point was conceded by Car-
son, who, exercising the peculiar privilege of a Law Officer,
had the last word with the jury. Carson began his final
speech with dramatic emphasis upon the exhumation of the
dead women. <c We have wakened these poor women," he
said," from their long sleep, to give unassailable evidence
against the prisoner. But I am sure, if they could have
spoken, they would not have asked you to avenge them, but
to do justice. Moreover, in this Court,35 he said, ee we know
no difference between the alien and the stranger and a
citizen of this country. It is our proud boast that here, at all
events, whatever it may be in other countries, it matters not
to us who is the person on his trial, as all are entitled to the
same law and the same justice." As for the suggestion that
there was no motive, he waved this aside, " In this instance
there is the most ample motive, for the prisoner's is a history
of unbridled, heartless, and cruel lust.*'
After an absence of only eleven minutes, the jury found
the prisoner guilty, and Mr. Justice Grantham, whose charge
to the jury was hardly a model of judicial moderation, con-
demned the prisoner to death under his Polish name, with-
out the customary adjuration : " May the Lord have mercy
on your soul."
As Carson had conducted the case, his eyes occasionally
had fallen upon the man in the dock, whose eyes in turn
were fixed upon his prosecutor with sullen malice. <e I have